WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:
ASAP Will Soon Offer Personal Medicine Disposal Bags
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facebook & twitter
@
asapofanderson

Along with offering home medicine lockboxes to the Anderson County community, ASAP
will soon begin giving out personal medication disposal bags as well. The need for
both proper storage and proper disposal of medication is paramount to keeping East
Tennessee healthy and beautiful. Improper disposal of old or unwanted medications
directly impacts the health of Anderson County residents. Utilizing the permanent
medicine disposal bins located throughout Anderson County ensures that old or unused medications are properly
disposed of in an environmentally friendly way.
These bags are meant to be used by those who have just suffered a loss in their family and are unsure how to
proceed with disposing of their medication properly. The medicine disposal bags are a high quality plastic zip lock
bag that have detailed instructions on how to transport medications to the nearest permanent disposal bin. The
instructions clearly instruct the user on how to package medications and what medications are not accepted. The
loss of a loved one is a very difficult and emotional time, which can leave families in a vulnerable position. It is
ASAP’s intent to make one of the many difficult tasks a little bit easier for everyone involved. For more information,
please feel free to contact ASAP at (865) 457-3007 office; or by email RxDisposal@ASAPofAnderson.org.

www.ASAPofAnderson.org
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DEA Rejects Rescheduling of Cannabis

In a first step in recent history to limit access to
marijuana, the Drug Enforcement Administration made
a long-awaited decision on August 11 to reject two
requests to reschedule cannabis (marijuana) under
the Controlled Substances Act. Cannabis remains a
Schedule I drug, the most restrictive class. Schedule
I drugs are defined by the DEA as “drugs with no
currently accepted medical use and a high potential for
abuse.”
DEA denied rescheduling the drug after requesting
both scientific and medical evaluations, in partnership
with Department of Health and Human Services (HHS,
conducted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) in consultation with the National Institute on
Drug Abuse (NIDA). The decision was made based
on the accumulated facts that marijuana “does not
meet the criteria for currently accepted medical use
in treatment in the United States, there is a lack of
accepted safety for its use under medical supervision,
and it has a high potential for abuse.”
According to a recent story run by National Public
Radio (NPR):
Drug Enforcement Administration Chief Chuck
Rosenberg says the decision is rooted in science.
Rosenberg gave "enormous weight" to conclusions
by the Food and Drug Administration that marijuana
has "no currently accepted medical use in treatment in
the United States," and by some measures, it remains
highly vulnerable to abuse as the most commonly used
illicit drug across the nation.

"This decision isn't based on danger. This decision is
based on whether marijuana, as determined by the
FDA, is a safe and effective medicine," he said, "and
it's not."
The DEA did, however, enact a policy change which
allows the expansion of research by allowing more
DEA-registered marijuana manufacturers. These
manufacturers would be allowed to distribute marijuana
for FDA-authorized research purposes.
DEA cites this change as a commitment to collaborate
with other federal agencies to facilitate research on
marijuana, and its components. It is a firm reminder for
states and municipalities across the country to follow
due process prior to passing rules that supersede
federal law.
The Tennessee General Assembly held a summer
study in both the House and Senate in 2014 to
investigate medical marijuana. Bills have been
introduced to allow the measure for the past several
years, but have been voted down through the 2015
legislative session.
DEA Public Affairs News Release: August 11, 2016.
Available: https://www.dea.gov/divisions/hq/2016/
hq081116.shtml
DEA Rejects Attempt To Loosen Federal Restrictions
On Marijuana. August 10, 2016 9:30 PM ET. Heard on
All Things Considered.
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ASAP UPDATES:
-Operation Rx collected 126.6 pounds in June, 160 pounds in July, and
127 pounds in August of unused, unwanted, or expired medicines.
-Do you want to secure your medicines? Call ASAP at 865-4573007 to request a free home medicine lock box! 88 lock boxes were
distributed to families this quarter.
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Sustainability Committee Continues
Efforts to Become Self Supported

who has donated this past
quarter:

Wendy Williams
Top Shelf RBS
David Vudragovich
Amazon Smile
Kroger Rewards

who we are and what we do while working to

Don’t forget, if you haven’t

get a little closer to self-sustainment. We have
a monthly meeting of the minds working to

maximize current campaigns such as: Ally of

the Year, The Anderson County Fair, and Red
Ribbon Rivalry. We also work to formulate
future campaigns.

The job of the ASAP Sustainability Committee is to keep ASAP alive and

well funded. Currently, most of the ASAP budget is from grants that will not
be there forever.

We are not a group of financial wizards but a group of volunteers hoping to
create fun events that will fully fund ASAP and its amazing staff for years to
come.

Looking to the future we have many fun and challenging projects in the works.
We are inviting you to work with us to make Anderson County a healthier

happier place. It’s easy and won’t take lots of time. You can help us make it
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huge thank you to everyone

The ASAP Sustainability Committee creates

fundraising events that educate the public on

happen!

ASAP would like to extend a

already linked your Kroger

Plus card or Amazon Smile

account to donate to ASAP,

please do so. Every little bit
helps!

RECENT HAPPENINGS:
ASAP Sponsors Truck Pull at Anderson County Fair
This year ASAP sponsored both nights of the Truck Pull at the
Anderson County Fair. It was a very exciting event and ASAP had a
table set up along with the Students Against Destructive Decisions
(SADD) trailer displaying the wreckage from a drunk driving accident.
The trailer has a wrecked motorcycle on display as well as a T.V.
playing a recorded interview with the surviving family members telling
the story of the man who was killed; that is displayed with help from
the Tennessee Highway Safety Office (THSO) across Tennessee in an
effort to reduce drunk driving in Tennessee. ASAP was able to give
out 500 fans, 480 bottles of water, and over 500 pairs of sunglasses
all with ASAP’s information to the attendees!

SUBSTANCE ABUSE BYTES:
Anderson County Underage Drinking Task Force says “I AM ONE.”
On April 5, 2016 the Anderson County Underage Drinking Task Force
gathered to review their work over the past few years and look toward the
future in order to determine how they can make an impact in Anderson
County when it comes to underage drinking. During this time the Task
Force has contributed to efforts throughout the county which resulted in
an increase in alcohol outlet compliance of almost 23% and a decrease in
underage drinking by 43%. "The Underage Drinking Task Force has formed
effective strategies in helping law enforcement and our community partners
in reducing underage drinking in Anderson County. These efforts are
showing positive results in this most important issue" said Chief Deputy Mark
Lucas of the Anderson County Sheriff's Department.
Currently the Task Force is working on shifting the focus from retail providers of alcohol to other sources that underage youth
use to obtain their alcohol; such as parents, older siblings, other family members, and near peers. Kim Pouncey of TopShelf
Responsible Beverage Services stated that “because of the many ways minors can obtain alcohol, every community needs
an approach that includes our leaders, law enforcement, businesses, schools, and above all parents.” Coach Gary Terry from
Anderson County High School has promoted the “I AM ONE” campaign in Anderson County High School and now the Task
Force hopes to spread that message across the county and have everyone saying “I AM ONE who does not engage in underage
drinking” by encouraging youth not to drink and adults not to engage by providing alcohol to those underage youth.
This campaign has already begun and hundreds of youth and adults have said
“I AM ONE” by signing the banner at the Oak Ridge versus Clinton football
game on August 18th and at the Anderson County versus Oak Ridge game on
September 9th. Even more community members will have the chance to sign
at the upcoming Clinton versus Anderson County game on September 23rd.
Other ways for community members to support the “I AM ONE” campaign are
being developed and the Underage Drinking Task Force hopes to continue
getting the message out that underage drinking is harmful to youth and
providing alcohol to minors or allowing them to drink on your property is illegal.
We would like to give a big thank you to Austin Davis for developing the new “I
AM ONE” logo. To learn more about the Anderson County Underage Drinking
Task Force contact Stacey Pratt at Stacey@ASAPofAnderson.org.
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