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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:
Don’t Be a Party to Teenage Drinking.  It’s Against the Law. 
Parents play a major role in their children’s choices about alcohol, tobacco and other drugs.  Parents 
have more infl uence over their child than friends, music, TV, the Internet and celebrities.  Kids who 
learn a lot about the risks of drugs and alcohol from their parents are up to 50% less likely to use than 
those who do not. Help your teen stay safe and make healthy choices by:

• Talking and listening regularly 
 • Being directly involved in your child’s everyday world 
 • Making it clear that you do not want him or her drinking or using drugs    

ASAP supports the “Parents Who Host, Lose the Most:  Don’t be a Party to Teenage Drinking” campaign.  ASAP informs com-
munity members about the social host law in Tennessee and the risks of underage drinking.  You can protect your children by 
following these guidelines when hosting teen parties:

 • Host safe, alcohol-free activities and events for youth
 • Refuse to supply alcohol to children or allow drinking in your home or on your property
 • Be at home when your teenager has a party
 • Make sure your teenager’s friends do not bring alcohol into your home
 • Talk to other parents about not providing alcohol at youth events
 • Report underage drinking

ASAP also supports the responsible sale of alcohol in Anderson County by providing 
age verifi cation materials such as I.D. Checking Guides, I.D. coders, and calendars 
to local alcohol and tobacco retailers.  ASAP also teaches Responsible Alcohol Sales 
classes to educate employees on how to spot false I.D.s, what constitutes a legal 
sale, and more.  For more information on how your business in Anderson County can 
receive age verifi cation materials free of charge or to fi nd out more about the Respon-
sible Alcohol Sales classes visit www.ASAPofAnderson.org or call 865-457-3007.

Every year in the Tennessee General Assembly, bills are introduced that affect prevention efforts in our state and county. This year 
was no different from past years and seven bills were introduced in both the House and Senate impacting prevention.  

Electronic Cigarettes
HB 1461 and SB1698 were introduced in their respective chambers to clarify that the policies and taxes applicable to tobacco 
products should not be applicable to vapor products (which are electronic cigarettes). If passed, this bill would have deregulated 
e-cigarettes, making them more easily accessible to youth. Both bills were assigned to committee where no action was taken 
in either chamber. Fortunately for the safety of children in Tennessee, these products will continue to be regulated like tobacco 
products.  The FDA continues to investigate e-cigarettes and has proposed a rule to extend the agencies tobacco authority over 
these products.

Alcohol Sales
HB0610 and SB0837 were introduced in their respective chambers to authorize any city or county that has held and passed a 
referendum authorizing either retail package stores or sales of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises to hold a 
referendum authorizing the sale of wine in retail food stores. The bill also allows package stores to sell incidental items other than 
alcohol.  The bills were amended in both chambers multiple times before fi nally being accepted. The bill was signed by Governor Bill 
Haslam on March 20, 2014. The fi rst stage of the law will go into effect in July 1, 2014, allowing package stores to sell incidentals and 
the second stage will go into effect July 1, 2016, allowing grocery stores to sell wine (not exceeding 18 percent alcohol by volume). 
Licensees must participate in a responsible vendor education program.  Education will be imperative for retailers to extend to their 
employees to ensure compliance with underage drinking laws. 

Tobacco Tax
HB2096 and SB24451 were introduced in their respective chambers to impose a tax of 2.2 cents on each tobacco cigarette in order 
to fund any costs associated with expanding the population eligible for medical assistance pursuant to the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act and would place such monies in a dedicated fund for that purpose. HB2096 was assigned to Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Subcommittee where the bill failed. SB 2447 was referred to the Commerce and Labor Committee where not 
action was taken on the bill. 

Medical Marijuana
HB1385 and SB2451 were introduced in their respective chambers to create the “Koozer-Kuhn Medical Cannabis Act.” This bill 
proposed to decriminalize the use of medical cannabis by a qualifying patient who is enrolled in the safe access program established 
by the bill. In the House, the bill was assigned to the Health Subcommittee were it failed. In the Senate, the bill was referred to the 
Government Operations Committee where no action was taken on the bill.  The medical marijuana bill will be an important issue for 
continued grassroots prevention advocacy next session. 

ID Bill for Controlled Medications
HB1466 and SB1832 were introduced in their respective chambers to establish requirements for obtaining identifi cation when certain 
drugs are dispensed. The bills were amended in both the House and the Senate, requiring a valid government issued identifi cation or 
public or private insurance card to be presented in order to dispense controlled substances, unless the person is personally known 
to the pharmacist or pharmacy technician. The law does not require the person taking possession of the prescription be the person 
for whom the prescription is written. The bill was signed by Governor Bill Haslam on May 1, 2014 and the legislation will go in effect 
on July 1, 2014. 
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Submitted by: Dave Vudragovich
WHY I VOLUNTEER AT ASAP!

Lesson: be careful walking into the ASAP offi ce, you may get 
roped into writing a piece for the newsletter!

I am David A. Vudragovich; Chair of the recently changed Fund 
Raising Committee turned Sustainability Committee!

My background is all things fi nance. I have spent almost my entire adult life self-em-
ployed and enjoy giving back to my community.

Through personal experiences and working in the world of insurance (health, life, long term 
care) I have seen numerous deaths. Some were age related, some are from accidents and 
a number are the immediate and long term effects of alcohol and substance abuse.

The ASAP Coalition works with my schedule, I can fi t the monthly meeting in between 
appointments (it is not at night, very helpful to me) and the once a quarter Operation 
Medicine Cabinets is not too demanding of my time.  The other thing (having been in-
volved with many types of Non Profi ts) is ASAP is geared towards being self-supporting 
and open to new ideas! I am an outside the box thinker and network with many people 
in all different professions. Our staff at ASAP sometimes looks at me a little funny but 
they write down many of my ideas and after 2 years I am seeing some of the original 
suggestions starting to grow and form in our Sustainability plans.

The latest suggestion I have seen sprout up is the monthly investment for sponsorship. 
As a small business owner, it is much easier for me to give $25-50 a month than it is to 
come up with $300-600 at the drop of a hat. Our new plan (will let you know in 6 months 
how it works out) is to get businesses donating on a monthly basis so when the An-
derson County Fair comes up, we can have more sponsors with BIGGER ads because 
they have been paying on it for the last 6-12 months!

What I see, as an experienced fund raiser and new chair of the Sustainability Committee, is the need for more people. 
You are correct, I am not asking you for money, I am asking that you ask everyone (or just 1 person a day) “is helping children, 
babies and reducing the damage from substance abuse important to you?”. If they say “yes” or “of course” please ask them if they 
would consider donating 2-6 hours a month to help ASAP. We do not want their money (unless they are offering) we want them 
and who they know.

We are on the verge of another growth spurt and people are the “what” that will help sustain us!

Thank you for your time and have a wonderful day!
Dave, UrLocalAgent.com

NOTES:

Thanks to our donors!
•John Kelsey • Wendy Williams
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RECENT HAPPENINGS: 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE BYTES:

Anderson County Police Departments Get New Permanent Medicine Disposal Bins

ASAP of Anderson County was happy to partner with Clinton Police Department in 2010 to 
provide a permanent medicine disposal bin so that residents could drop off their medicine at their 
convenience and hassle-free.  The success of this bin was tremendous collecting over 40 pounds 
of unwanted, unused or expired medicines each month.  To increase local disposal options, 
Anderson County residents will now have access to four permanent medicine disposal bins in the 
county.  Increasing access to medicine disposal options helps make strides towards protecting 
the environment and preventing medicine abuse.  As a result of a partnership between ASAP and 
these police, unused, unwanted or expired medications can now be dropped off in the lobby of 
the following departments during business hours.   

Clinton Police Department: 125 W. Broad Street, Clinton
Lake City Police Department: 104 Lawson Street, Lake City
Norris Police Department: 9 W Circle Road, Norris
Oliver Springs Police Department: 701 Main Street, Oliver Springs

American Company is Attempting to get Powdered Alcohol to Market
Reports have been fl ying since the early April where it was reported that on April 8, 2014 the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax 
and Trade Bureau granted “label approval” for multiple varieties of Palcohol, a powdered form of alcohol.   The approval 
was rescinded later that same day and the makers of Palcohol said they surrendered the approval later that day after the 
TTB stated that the approval was issued in error.  There are varying reports of how and why the labels were approved, 
but fi nal approval for the product has not been given.
Opponents to the product include New York Democratic Sen. Chuck Schumer who warns it could become the “Kool-Aid 
of teenage binge drinking” and wants to keep the product off the market permanently.  Sen. Schumer says he is “calling 
on the Food and Drug Administration to immediately step in, investigate Palcohol based on its obvious health risks and 
prohibit this ludicrous product from going to market.”  The FDA has the power to overrule the TTB in regulating alcohol 
products when there are signifi cant health concerns, Schumer said.
Concerns about the powdered alcohol product that have arisen from this debate include it being easy to conceal, being 
surreptitiously sprinkled on food or even snorted and the risks to youth could be devastating.  Experts say the risk of 
abuse of the product is high and the convenience of the packets could encourage over-consumption of alcohol, as well 
as accidents caused by intoxication, such as drunken driving.
Mark Phillips, president of Lipsmark, said in an email. "Palcohol has many positive uses and shouldn't be banned. Rather 
it should be approved, taxed and regulated just like liquid alcohol." Lipsmark would have to resubmit its application for 
this to happen and although there are different reports on a timeline for this to happen, no one is reporting that it will be 
anytime soon. 

ASAP UPDATES:
•  The regional Operation Medicine Cabinet, held on April 26, 2014 at the ORPD, CPD, LCPD, NPD, and the OSPD
  netted 219.4 pounds of medicine.
•  The Operation Rx permanent medicine disposal bin installed at CPD collected 55.8 pounds during March, 46.6   
  pounds during April and 68.8 pounds during May.  During May the bins at LCPD collected 2.2 pounds, at NPD 
  collected 2.2 pounds and at OSPD collected 20.2 pounds.

cover story continued...

Intractable Pain Act
HB1713 and SB1819 were introduced in their respective chambers to delete the Intractable Pain Treatment Act. Under present law, 
the Intractable Pain Treatment Act includes, but is not limited to a pain patient's bill of rights; authority for physicians to prescribe 
or administer dangerous drugs or controlled substances for the treatment of intractable pain; procedures for treating chemically 
dependent individuals; rules governing the disciplining of physicians for utilizing inappropriate drugs or treatments; and requirements 
for physician's assistants. In layman’s terms, the Intractable Pain Act requires physicians to utilize narcotic medications as a fi rst line 
of treatment for pain patients upon their request, or refer them to a provider who will.  The House bill passed but the Senate bill was 
referred to the Health and Welfare Committee where action was deferred, so a law was not established.

Data Accessibility
HB1549 and SB1835 were introduced in their respective chambers to enact the "Data Accessibility, Transparency and Accountability 
Act," establishing requirements for the adoption of educational standards and the requesting of proposals for student assessments.  
The bill, while geared primarily toward common core standards, inadvertently affected prevention by establishing rules on 
administration of student surveys. Several amendments were adopted, one of which was detrimental to the work of anti-drug 
coalitions because it would no longer allow collection of student surveys without written consent (which would likely skew results). 
The bill failed to pass in this form because of the efforts of our community partners contacting their elected offi cials about concerns 
with this legislation. The House bill passed as amended, but the Senate passed the bill with different amendments. For a bill to 
become law, both chambers have to pass the bill with the same language. The chambers could not come to agreement on the bill, 
so a conference committee was called to work out the differences in the legislation. It was during the conference committee where 
the amendment regarding surveys that measure attitudes or perceptions toward drugs and alcohol was removed. The House and 
Senate both accepted the conference committee report and the bill was sent to the Governor and was signed into law on May 14, 
2014. The law will go in effect of July 1, 2014.

The ASAP Coalition 
Meeting location change:

The June 23rd meeting 
will be held at noon the

 Anderson County Chamber 
of Commerce at 

245 N. Main Street.  
Please join us!

There will be no ASAP 
Coalition Meeting held in July.  
Regular meetings will begin 
again in August and are held 
on the fourth Monday of each 
month at First Baptist Church 

in Clinton at noon in room 104.  


