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The ASAP Ambassadors are a
group of high school students
working to prevent and reduce
substance abuse in their school
and community. The Plant a
Promise project is sponsored
by the Anderson County Health Department and part of the
T4 (Tennessee Teens Talk Tobacco) curriculum and involves
students making the promise not to use tobacco products
or e-cigarettes. The Ambassadors set up before school
and during lunch to allow students to make this promise by
signing a tulip on a banner. For each promise a real tulip
will be planted at the school to show the community the
efforts our young people are making to stay healthy. For
more information about ASAP (Allies for Substance Abuse
Prevention) of Anderson County visit ASAPofAnderson.org.
Our mission is to prevent and reduce substance misuse
among youth and adults in Anderson County.

(865) 457-3007 | ASAPofAnderson.org

Both the COVID-19 pandemic and the opioid epidemic
are current national public health emergencies and,
unfortunately, one crisis appears to be worsening the other.
The risk of relapsing or taking more drugs is increased by
the stresses related to the COVID-19 pandemic, and it is
especially difficult for people who are in the early stages of
treatment. Doctors, health workers, and law enforcement
agencies across the country have seen an increase in fatal
overdoses, though it’s hard to quantify by how much.
An article released by the Overdose Detection Mapping
Application Program observed a 20% increase in overdose
deaths in January-April 2020 compared to January-April
2019. Deaths involving illicit drugs, mainly fentanyl and
stimulants, continue to rise. In Tennessee, 2,089 lives
were lost to drug overdose in 2019, which was a 15%
increase from 2018. If someone you know is struggling with
substance use disorder, call the Tennessee REDLINE today
at: 1-800-889-9789.

131 S. Charles G. Seivers Blvd.
Clinton, TN 37716
VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE
Working to support ASAP coalition volunteers and recruit
new members throughout the year. To learn more contact
Alicia at alicia@asapofanderson.org.
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Source: Tennessee Department of Health’s 2019 Tennessee Drug Overdose
Deaths Annual Report

On September 22, 2016, the DEA Acting Administrator, Chuck
Rosenberg, issued a warning to law enforcement agencies
and the general public about carfentanil. Carfentanil is a
Schedule II substance under the Controlled Substances Act
and is used as a tranquilizer for elephants and large mammals
and is not approved for use in humans.
Recently, carfentanil, an analog of the synthetic opioid
analgesic fentanyl, has been identified on the streets by DEA
and has been identified in drug overdose cases in humans.
Carfentanil if 10,000 times more potent than morphine, 100
times more potent than fentanyl, and 50 times more potent
than heroin, making it one of the most potent opioids. This
drug can be lethal in very small doses, around the 2-milligram
range, depending on route of administration and other
factors.
Public service officers have received strict warnings to exercise
extreme caution when handling any substance believed to
be carfentanil, which can have deadly consequences when
handled improperly. The substance can come in several
forms (powder, blotter paper, tablets, and spray) and can be
absorbed through the skin or inhalation of airborne powder.

Quarterly Newsletter

For more information on what to do if you encounter this
product, visit www.dea.gov.

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

UPCOMING EVENTS
October 23-31, Red Ribbon Week
October 26 @ 12-1pm, Virtual ASAP Coalition Meeting
October 27, Virtual Opioid Overdose Training

*Please check ASAP’s website and social media for virtual
meeting information

SUBSTANCE DATA BYTES

Overdoses Rise During COVID-19
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RECENT HAPPENINGS

FROM THE DIRECTOR
It is with mixed emotions I write this, my final column, as Executive
Director for ASAP of Anderson. I have made the difficult decision to step
down from my role as Executive Director. I will be moving into a consulting
role, something that affords me the opportunity to work on the national
level with coalitions, to continue to follow my passion of prevention, and
also to dedicate proper attention to my family, who need and deserve
more of my time.
As I say this, I want you to know you are so much more than a coalition
to me. You have been my family for these past 12 years. You shepherded
me through Matt’s first cancer diagnosis, and the others that followed;
you walked with me through infertility and pregnancy and the birth of our
daughter. Please know, this decision comes with deep personal reflection
and many conversations with the ASAP Board of Directors.
I want you to know this is not a decision I entered into lightly. In fact,
it has taken me a better part of three years to fully come to terms with
it; however, this is not “goodbye,” it is “see you in a different capacity.”
That being said, ASAP’s success is of utmost importance to me. We have
achieved a lot of milestones together, including being awarded the 2015
GOT OUTCOMES! Award by Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America;
successfully advocating for numerous policies at the federal, state, and
local levels; and achieving significant reductions in youth substance
misuse—to name a few. In fact, just last week I turned in our Congressional
Case Study: CADCA selected ASAP of Anderson this year to present to
Congress as justification for the Drug-Free Communities Support Program
because we have the most significant measurable outcomes in the country.
I will measure my success though, by how well the coalition operates in my
absence. You’ve proven you can do it before and you will do it again. We
have built something great together; the coolest part about this though, is
I’ve simply been your conductor. You, my friends, are the symphony.
Just so you know, we have a very thorough succession plan. The Board
and I have been preparing for months to transition ASAP into very capable
hands. Hands you know—Alicia Price will assume the role of Executive
Director and she will do great. I will transition into a consulting role as a
contract epidemiologist on our new Strategic Prevention Framework State
Incentive Grant. This is ASAP’s largest grant to-date. Over the next five
years, ASAP will receive $1.25 million to collaborate with Roane and Scott
Counties to expand our prevention initiatives.
We have been preparing since pre-pandemic days to ensure Alicia is
prepared for her new role. Stacey Pratt will continue to lead as our subject
matter expert to provide the institutional knowledge critical for this
transition. Once Alicia solidifies her place as the coalition director, I hope
you will welcome me back as your peer so we may continue this important
work together.
In the past 12 years, even with my high expectations, we have surpassed
even the loftiest goals I could even imagine. Thank you for making ASAP
look good. Thank you for your dedication to our community and your
endless support for our mission.
So, you’ll see me. You’ll see me on the Hill in Nashville and you’ll see
me on Capitol Hill in D.C. And I’ll be helping you carry our torch. Our work
is important. And it is good. So, I have just one thing to ask of you: please
continue to support ASAP and our mission through your time, talents, and
financial contributions.
From the very bottom of my heart, thank you: thank you for affording
me this most incredible opportunity to serve as your Executive Director. It
has truly been the highlight of my career.
Prevention Works!

50/50 Raffle
ASAP of Anderson hosted the annual 50/50 Raffle, which raises dollars
and awareness for substance use prevention efforts in Anderson
County. Traditionally held during the Anderson County Fair, the event
was transitioned to a virtual event after the fair’s cancellation due to
COVID-19. Ticket sales opened on May 1st and lasted through July 18th,
the day of the raffle. With over 750 tickets sold, the 50/50 Raffle raised
$1,875 for ASAP of Anderson. The raffle prize winners were as follows:
●
●
●
●
●

1st Prize - $1,875 to Jordan Howanitz
2nd Prize - 65” LED 4K TV to Emily Stulce
3rd Prize - YETI Cooler to Kelli DeRieux
4th Prize - Downtown Clinton experience to Matt Foster
5th Prize - One-month membership to Clinch Valley
CrossFit to Brandon Pelizzari

ASAP would like to extend a special thank you to WYSH Radio for helping
to advertise the event during the Ask Your Neighbor Show, the ASAP
Board of Directors, and 50/50 Raffle Committee members: Brandon
Pelizzari, Michael Foster, Tribby Kelly, and Stacey Pratt.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Jessica Lively is the Family and Community
Service Manager at Anderson County
Schools’ Preschool (Head Start). At
Headstart, she coordinates social service
activities and supports family transitions
to self-sufficiency and, as appropriate,
provides access to agency and community
resources. She enjoys connecting with
families, especially through teaching
parenting classes. The classroom provides
a space for her to understand the Head
Start families on a more personal level and
allows parents and guardians to express
Jessica Lively
Family and Community Service themselves and identify their needs and
strengths through a Love and Logic lens.
Manager, Anderson County
Schools’ Preschool
Jessica has been involved with ASAP for
three years and serves as the 2020 ASAP Coalition Record Keeper. Her role
at Head Start gave her the opportunity to become engaged with ASAP’s
work and her interest in substance misuse prevention has continued to
grow with her understanding of the importance of drug education and
awareness. As a family service worker, she sees how the cycle of substance
misuse can impact the lives of children and families and how important it is
to connect families with resources to reach a better quality of life.

Follow ASAPofAnderson on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram to see Spotlight Videos!

The First Day
ASAP hosted a virtual screening and town hall discussion about substance
misuse on September 15th featuring the film, The First Day. The First Day
is an innovative approach to prevention and wellness education with a
look into some of the most salient struggles facing youth today. The First
Day addresses challenging teen topics from substance misuse to mental
health awareness by chronicling the recovery story of former professional
basketball player Chris Herren and his connection with high school youth
across the country. Following the film, ASAP of Anderson hosted a panel
discussion featuring Amy Olson from Ridgeview Behavioral Services and
Isabella Kelly, current UTK student and former Youth Ambassador Coalition
leader. The panel discussion identified helpful resources for parents and
caregivers about substance use prevention in Tennessee. With over 300
views on Facebook Live, we hope to bring this film back to the public at a
later date. Contact Stacey Pratt at stacey@asapofanderson.org if you have
a group interested in viewing the film.

Thank you
TO OUR SUPPORTERS

AmazonSmile

Winnie Chan

Kroger Rewards

Facebook Birthday Fundraisers

Tennessee Employees Charitable
Contributions

Did you know you can support ASAP of Anderson by hosting a
virtual fundraiser on Facebook? To get started, visit Facebook.com/
fundraisers and select ASAP of Anderson as your nonprofit of choice!

If you would like to support ASAP,
visit ASAPofAnderson.org for more information.

