
UPCOMING VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

JOIN A COMMITTEE!

 VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE
Working to support ASAP coalition volunteers and recruit new members 
throughout the year

 50/50 RAFFLE COMMITTEE
Planning and implementing the annual 50/50 Raffle fundraiser to benefit 
ASAP, which takes place during the Anderson County Fair in July
Contact Alicia at alicia@asapofanderson.org if you’re interested in joining 
a committee

Contact Alicia at alicia@asapofanderson.org if you’re interested in joining a committee.

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 16 @ 2-3pm, Monthly Opioid Overdose Training, ASAP of Anderson Office
May 18 @ 12-1pm, ASAP Monthly Coalition Meeting, ASAP of Anderson Office
June 20 @ 2-3pm, Monthly Opioid Overdose Training, ASAP of Anderson Office
June 22 @ 12-1pm, ASAP Monthly Coalition Meeting, ASAP of Anderson Office
July 18, 50/50 ASAP Raffle, Anderson County Fair

*Please check ASAP’s website and social media for possible cancellations due 
to COVID-19.

Our mission is to prevent and reduce substance misuse 
among youth and adults in Anderson County.

(865) 457-3007  |  ASAPofAnderson.org
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W
HAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

:
D

EA Issues C
arfentanil W

arning to
Police and Public
O

n Septem
ber 22, 2016, the D

EA Acting Adm
inistrator, C

huck 
R

osenberg, issued a w
arning to law

 enforcem
ent agencies 

and the general public about carfentanil. C
arfentanil is a 

Schedule II substance under the C
ontrolled Substances Act 

and is used as a tranquilizer for elephants and large m
am

m
als 

and is not approved for use in hum
ans. 

R
ecently, carfentanil, an analog of the synthetic opioid 

analgesic fentanyl, has been identified on the streets by D
EA 

and has been identified in drug overdose cases in hum
ans. 

C
arfentanil if 10,000 tim

es m
ore potent than m

orphine, 100 
tim

es m
ore potent than fentanyl, and 50 tim

es m
ore potent 

than heroin, m
aking it one of the m

ost potent opioids.  This 
drug can be lethal in very sm

all doses, around the 2-m
illigram

 
range, depending on route of adm

inistration and other 
factors. 
Public service officers have received strict w

arnings to exercise 
extrem

e caution w
hen handling any substance believed to 

be carfentanil, w
hich can have deadly consequences w

hen 
handled im

properly. The substance can com
e in several 

form
s (pow

der, blotter paper, tablets, and spray) and can be 
absorbed through the skin or inhalation of airborne pow

der. 

For m
ore inform

ation on w
hat to do if you encounter this 

product, visit w
w

w.dea.gov. 

Plant a Prom
ise

The ASAP Am
bassadors are a 

group of high school students 
w

orking to prevent and reduce 
substance abuse in their school 
and com

m
unity.  The Plant a 

Prom
ise project is sponsored 

by the Anderson C
ounty H

ealth D
epartm

ent and part of the 
T4 (Tennessee Teens Talk Tobacco) curriculum

 and involves 
students m

aking the prom
ise not to use tobacco products 

or e-cigarettes.   The Am
bassadors set up before school 

and during lunch to allow
 students to m

ake this prom
ise by 

signing a tulip on a banner.  For each prom
ise a real tulip 

w
ill be planted at the school to show

 the com
m

unity the 
efforts our young people are m

aking to stay healthy.  For 
m

ore inform
ation about ASAP (Allies for Substance Abuse 

Prevention) of Anderson C
ounty visit ASAPofAnderson.org. 

FROM
 THE DIRECTOR

Volum
e 6, Issue 3—

Septem
ber 2016

C
ounty C

om
m

ission U
nanim

ously 
Supports Prevention in R

esolution
In an unprecedented m

ove at the N
ovem

ber C
ounty 

C
om

m
ission m

eeting, Anderson C
ounty C

om
m

issioners 
voted unanim

ously to support a litigation tax w
hich 

w
ill fund prevention at the local level. This litigation 

tax w
ill add a sm

all fee ($5) to court cases, w
ith the 

exception of juvenile court cases, w
hich w

ill enable the 
county to collect funds to put tow

ard substance abuse 
prevention. 

This 
resolution 

follow
s 

a 
state 

law
 

passed 
earlier 

this 
year, 

sponsored 
by 

Senator 
R

andy 
M

cN
ally 

and R
epresentative John R

agan w
hich allow

s local 
m

unicipalities the authority to enact such a tax, up to $25 
per case, to support local prevention efforts. Anderson 
C

ounty opted to initiate a sm
all fee at first to m

onitor 
feasibility and effectiveness. The resolution w

as justified 
by a recent benefit cost analysis w

hich show
ed for every 

dollar invested in prevention in Anderson C
ounty, $17.73 

in public burden spending is saved. 1

The analysis determ
ined in 2014, $20.3 m

illion w
as spent 

cleaning up the consequences of substance abuse w
ith 

taxpayer m
oney. O

f that, 29.1%
 w

as spent through the 
justice system

. 1

The funds collected w
ill be given to ASAP of Anderson 

C
ounty to invest in environm

ental prevention strategies. 
Funded by the O

ffice of N
ational D

rug C
ontrol Policy, 

this agency is expected to be fully funded locally after 
ten years of federal funding. 

Since funding began in 2010, adolescent substance use 
rates have dropped dram

atically, as indicated by the 
graphic below. 2

Anderson C
ounty is the first county to initiate such a 

fee since the passing of the state law
 in 2016. A sim

ilar 
litigation tax already exists in Scott C

ounty and m
any 

counties have a sim
ilar structure to support other 

initiatives. 

ASAP com
m

ends our local officials for taking a proactive 
stance on prevention. This m

ove is a step in the right 
direction to em

pow
er our young people to m

ake healthy 
choices for a better com

m
unity. 

1 Strutner, H
arrison, Pratt, and Stevenson. A Benefit: C

ost Analysis 
of Substance Abuse Prevention, 2015. 
2 Pride Surveys. Anderson C

ounty Schools/O
ak R

idge Schools 6th-
12th G

rade R
isk and Protective Factor Instrum

ent; 2012, 2014.
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The Good Samaritan Law
The Tennessee Good Samaritan Law was enacted in 2014, 
and Tennessee was the 18th state to pass and support 
this civil immunity law which permits the prescribing 
and dispensing of naloxone to any at-risk persons, their 
family members, or friends, and allows them to administer 
it to a person believed to be experiencing an opioid 
overdose. The legislation requires these individuals to 
receive basic instruction – including taking a quiz and 
printing a certificate. In 2019 alone,  44 deaths were 
averted in Anderson County thanks to naloxone. ASAP of 
Anderson offers free naloxone training and distribution, 
branded at “Opioid Overdose Training”, for the public. 
To learn more or request an Opioid Overdose Training, 
visit asapofanderson.org/naloxone or contact Catherine at 
catherine@asapofanderson.org.

SUBSTANCE DATA BYTES



Recently, ASAP of Anderson had the opportunity to take our Youth Ambassadors 
to both Capitol Hill and the State Capitol to advocate for policy issues that 
support substance use prevention. Our youth are incredible advocates for 
the issues they believe in and did tremendous work on behalf of ASAP. In 

Washington, DC, the students met 
with Senators Alexander and Blackburn 
and Congressman Fleischmann and 
advocated for continued funding for 
substance misuse prevention, as well as 
insurance coverage for complementary 
alternative medicine practices in lieu 
of opioids. In Nashville, students met 
with Lieutenant Governor McNally and 
Representatives Ragan and Powers and 

participated in leadership roles in a mock debate with students from across 
Tennessee. 

Senator Blackburn’s office has reached back out to 
ASAP to request diagnosis codes for appropriate 
Medicare considerations, Senator Alexander’s office 
and Congressman Fleischmann’s offices have both 
accepted appropriations documents and state officials 
have voiced support for prevention initiatives. ASAP 
of Anderson provided appropriations requests for 
substance use prevention dollars on account of the 
proposed cuts by the President’s 2021 proposed 
budget. Ultimately, Congress makes the final decision, 
so our advocacy efforts are important.

One thing our Youth Ambassadors are passionate about 
is vaping prevention. Between 2016 and 2018, prevalence of use of e-cigarettes 

among 6th through 12th grade 
students in our county doubled, from 
5.7% in 2016 to 11.8% in 2018. The 
federal Tobacco 21 law was signed 
by the President on December 20, 
going into effect immediately, which 
raised the minimum legal age to 
purchase tobacco products to 21. 
Simultaneously, the law banned 
flavors associated with cartridge and 

pre-filled pod devices, though menthol and tobacco remain legal. Our students 
helped officials identify a loophole to the law; identifying how peers purchase 
disposable vape devices (a popular local product is called Puff Bar) online and 
sell to other youth, working around the federal flavoring ban.

The most memorable take-away from the trips was seeing the confidence build 
and ultimately exude from our students. To each of our coalition volunteers 
who helped make these opportunities 
a possibility and to our funders who 
made their experiential education 
a possibility, we say thank you! We 
would like to thank the United Way of 
Anderson County, Anderson County 
Health Department, and Oak Ridge 
Breakfast Rotary for funding our Youth 
Ambassadors advocacy efforts.

Anderson County EMS
Alicia Branham
Ashley Walker
Betty S Walker

Bradley Lambert
Cecil Scarbrough

Charles W Coldurn Jr
Cheryl A Hill

Christopher A Osborn
David Queener
Debbie Lindsey
Deborah Sellers
Donna R Reichle

Elizabeth Meredith
Haley D Dople

Hoskins Drug Store
Jamie E Moffitt
Jan D Maddox

Janis Williford
Jeanette Davis
Jennifer Walker

Johnny L Golden
Josh R Hopkins

Kimberly Kay Webster
Lauren Biloski

Lauren Grosam
Leslie England

Lisa M Halcomb
Matthew S McGinnis

Melissa White
Phyllis O Copeland
Regina Copeland

Rick & Tammy Turnbill
Rick Scarbrough

Ronald C Meredith
Sarah Robinson

Ted Edward Phillips
Timothy Parrott

Tina M Lewis
TN Bank

W F Harris
Wanda J Massengill
William A Housley Jr

William G Deal
Kroger Rewards

Steve & Laura Queener
Stephanie Sherwood

Beverly Clark
Norwood Middle School
Clinton Middle School
Clinton High School

Norwood Elementary School
Andersonville Elementary School
Clinch River Community School 

RECENT HAPPENINGS MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Rachel is a Team Leader of the Hope United 
Program at Helen Ross McNabb. Hope 
United is stationed at UT Hospital and 
serves patients throughout East Tennessee 
that may have substance use disorder.  
Rachel is a person in long-term recovery and 
through her professional role, links patients 
to community resources, and provides 
peer support and hope to those who may 
not have it otherwise. She is currently 
pursuing her LADAC II and LCSW. Rachel 
first became aware of ASAP in 2018 after 
attending an Opioid Overdose Training 
(Naloxone/Narcan). She started attending 
coalition meetings in 2019, assisting with 
the Age Verification program, and is most 
recently represented in ASAP’s media 
campaign which will launch in the Spring. 

In addition to working with ASAP, Rachel volunteers with Knox County 
Sheriff’s Department by bringing 12 Step Meetings to their detention 
facility, and participates in medication Take Back events and overdose 
awareness events. She serves as the Anderson County Ambassador for the 
TN Faces of Opioids Campaign facilitated by the Tennessee Department 
of Health, which is an awareness campaign to reduce the stigma of opioid 
addiction. When asked why she became involved with ASAP, Rachel shared, 
“As a person in long-term recovery, I want to give back to the community.  
During my active addiction, there were people in my life that believed in 
me and supported me. I want people to know that they can recover; they 
can change their life and live without the use of drugs or alcohol.” 

Thank you 
TO OUR SUPPORTERS

If you would like to support ASAP,  
visit ASAPofAnderson.org for more information.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

Follow ASAPofAnderson on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram to see Spotlight Videos!

ALLY OF THE YEAR APPRECIATION BANQUET 

On March 13th, we celebrated the 2020 Ally of the Year candidates and 
accomplishments of ASAP volunteers during 2019. Congratulations to Greg 
Deal, who serves as the Assistant Director of Anderson County Schools and 
is the 2020 Ally of the Year Winner, for raising an impressive $1,869.83. The 
2020 Ally of the Year campaign raised a total of $6,455.83 for prevention 
efforts in Anderson County!

Rachel Loveday
Hope United Program Team 
Leader, Helen Ross McNabb

STUFFED ANIMAL DRIVE

In February, ASAP hosted a stuffed 
animal drive for Juvenile Court. 
ASAP would like to extend a huge 
THANK YOU to the community for 
the overwhelming, gracious response 
to the call. Thanks to you, children 
involved in the Juvenile Court system 
will be assured a stuffed animal, 
which can provide a sense of warmth 
and reassurance during a potentially 
stressful time. 


