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The ASAP Ambassadors are a
group of high school students
working to prevent and reduce
substance abuse in their school
and community. The Plant a
Promise project is sponsored
by the Anderson County Health Department and part of the
T4 (Tennessee Teens Talk Tobacco) curriculum and involves
students making the promise not to use tobacco products
or e-cigarettes. The Ambassadors set up before school
and during lunch to allow students to make this promise by
signing a tulip on a banner. For each promise a real tulip
will be planted at the school to show the community the
efforts our young people are making to stay healthy. For
more information about ASAP (Allies for Substance Abuse
Prevention) of Anderson County visit ASAPofAnderson.org.
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Our mission is to prevent and reduce substance misuse
among youth and adults in Anderson County.

www.ASAPofAnderson.org

101 South Main Street
Suite 465
Clinton,TN 37716-3619
PRSRT STD
U.S POSTAGE
PAID
CLINTON, TN
PERMIT NO. 18

October 6 - Alpha House Community Strong
Event, Alpha Bitz Thrift Shop 10:00AM to
2:00PM

(865) 457-3007 | ASAPofAnderson.org

101 S. Main Street, Suite 465
Clinton, TN 37716-3619

On September 22, 2016, the DEA Acting Administrator, Chuck
Rosenberg, issued a warning to law enforcement agencies
and the general public about carfentanil. Carfentanil is a
Schedule II substance under the Controlled Substances Act
and is used as a tranquilizer for elephants and large mammals
and is not approved for use in humans.
Recently, carfentanil, an analog of the synthetic opioid
analgesic fentanyl, has been identified on the streets by DEA
and has been identified in drug overdose cases in humans.
Carfentanil if 10,000 times more potent than morphine, 100
times more potent than fentanyl, and 50 times more potent
than heroin, making it one of the most potent opioids. This
drug can be lethal in very small doses, around the 2-milligram
range, depending on route of administration and other
factors.
Public service officers have received strict warnings to exercise
extreme caution when handling any substance believed to
be carfentanil, which can have deadly consequences when
handled improperly. The substance can come in several
forms (powder, blotter paper, tablets, and spray) and can be
absorbed through the skin or inhalation of airborne powder.

Quarterly Newsletter

For more information on what to do if you encounter this
product, visit www.dea.gov.

Upcoming Volunteer
Opportunities

October 6 - Fire-Crime Prevention Celebration
and Parade, A.K. Bissell Park, 12:00PM to
3:00PM
October 12 - Oak Ridge v. Clinton Football
Game, CHS Football Stadium, 6:30PM to
7:30PM

October 19 - BrandyWood Stables Haunted
Trail, Contact us for more details.

October 26 - Recreation & Parks Annual
Halloween Party, Contact us more for details.

October 27 & 28 - Little Ponderosa Zoo Trick
or Treat, Contact us for more details.
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From the Director

Recent Happenings

The Issue of Stigma and Substance Use Disorder

Wow! ASAP has had a whirlwind of a quarter.
We think the pictures will speak louder
than words this time.

The stigma of substance use disorder is an issue that has been propagated
for decades. Stigma negatively affects a person and is a serious public
health issue. According to the National Institute of Drug Abuse, stigma
contributes to high rates of death, incarceration, and mental health
concerns among affected populations.1
Stigma is defined as “a set of negative beliefs that a group or society
holds about a topic or group of people.”1 According to the World Health
Organization, “stigma is a major cause of discrimination and exclusion
and contributes to the abuse of human rights.”2
There are many things we can do as everyday citizens to reduce the
stigma associated with substance use disorder. First, using personfirst language is critical. Person-first language defines the person as a
human being first and does not define them by their disease. We do
not encounter people who have diabetes and introduce them as “the
diabetic,” but can we say the same for people who have substance use
disorder? Person-first language substitutes terms like substance use
disorder in place of “drug habit,” person with substance use disorder
in place of “addict,” and positive drug screen instead of dirty drug test.
To read more about reducing stigma, check out our e-newsletter or blog
on our website.
1
2

Community members gather to celebrate
the launch of the first Family Drug
Treatment Court in Anderson County,
named R2: Resilience and Recovery
Coalition members and volunteers
promote the I AM ONE campaign at the
Anderson County Fair

Lauren Villa, MPH. “Shaming the Sick: Addiction and Stigma.” American Addiction Centers Resource.
“Stigma and Discrimination.” World Health Organization: Regional Office for Europe, 2013.

Substance DATA Bytes

In addition, in March 2018, health groups across the nation including
the American Academy of Pediatrics, sued the FDA for delaying
regulations on these products from August 2018 to 2022. For the
first time, according to the FDA, some e-cigarettes might be on the
market illegally.
According to the 2017 National Youth Tobacco Survey, e-cigarettes
are the most popular tobacco product among teens with nearly 12%
of high school students and 3% of middle school students reporting
use in the past 30 days prior to the survey. In Anderson County, ASAP
Ambassadors have reported regular vaping use among their peers
and have decided to prioritize vaping prevention efforts in 20182019, including increased awareness, education, enforcement, and
advocacy, in their high schools and their community.

Brandon is a coalition and
committee member for ASAP
of Anderson. After joining ASAP
in 2017, Brandon jumped right
in to our prevention efforts. He
is the current Chair of ASAP’s
Red Ribbon Week Committee
and served as Co-Chair for the
50/50 Raffle and Fair Committee
this past summer. Previously,
Brandon worked full-time as a
paralegal to pay for law school at
night. He was in private practice
Brandon Pelizzari
for several years doing civil and
criminal litigation. Brandon says he realized he wanted to be a
public servant and give back for past troubles from his youth,
so he worked for several years as a DCS prosecutor working
on child abuse, drug exposed infant, and children cases. When
asked “Why ASAP?”, Brandon said, “I love volunteering for
ASAP because why try to prevent people from making mistakes
while as a prosecutor I deal with people after they’ve made
mistakes.” Now, he is an Assistant District Attorney General
prosecuting DUIs, vehicular homicide, and drug cases.

Follow ASAPofAnderson on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram to see Spotlight Videos!

Stephanie Strutner, Executive Director,
with the POTUS and other high-level White
House officials in D.C. in August

In September 2018, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) declared
youth vaping an epidemic. The FDA Commissioner says the agency
is halting sales of flavored electronic cigarettes if major manufacturers
can’t prove they are doing enough to keep them away from children
and teens. Major manufacturers, including JUUL, Vuse, MarkTen,
XL, Blu and Logic have 60 days to submit plans to prevent vaping
use in youth. These manufacturers make up 97% of the market for
e-cigarettes, according to the FDA.

MEMBER Spotlight

Community partners gather to celebrate
ASAP’s 10th Anniversary and the reveal
of our new logo. ASAP also launched
a completely revamped website and
rebranding campaign

Thank you
to our supporters

First Youth Ambassadors Coalition with all
three high schools in Anderson County

Amazon Smile

Wendy Williams

Edward Beauchamp

TN Bank Employees

Kroger Rewards

Metro Drug Coalition

TopShelf
ASAP hosts first Volunteer Appreciation
Picnic at Norris Pavilion

Read full articles on our website or in our e-newsletter

If you would like to support ASAP, visit
ASAPofAnderson.org for more information.

